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Safety

This manual is provided to increase your understanding of the components and operation of your new Leopard bicycle.  While you may recognize many components, things may have changed and we encourage you to read this manual entirely and make sure you understand the complete bicycle.  

We also encourage you to ride safely and responsibly, and above all enjoy your new Leopard bicycle.

General Warning:

By choosing to ride a bicycle, you assume the responsibility that bicycling as a sport involves some element of  risk of injury or damage.  Responsible riding and proper maintenance reduces the risks inherent in bicycling.

This Manual contains Warnings and Cautions that address the consequences of failure to maintain and inspect your bicycle and of failure to ride responsibly.  This manual makes no attempt to address the issue of riding responsibly, but attempts to provide the needed information to safely operate your bicycle and items that need routine inspection and maintenance.

We at Leopard Cycles have worked hard to create the highest quality carbon bicycle frame, fork and components available.  While carbon fiber material is one of the strongest materials available for bicycle frames and components, a direct impact can compromise the strength of the material, and subsequently damage the integrity of the frame, fork or component.  If you are concerned your frame or component may have been damaged please contact Leopard Cycles to discuss return for inspection and replacement under our crash replacement program.  The crash replacement program offers replacement frame, fork or components at substantial discount to original purchaser.
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I.  First

A.  Out of the Box

Your Leopard bicycle has been pre-assembled to fit the dimensions you provided with your order.  We expect that your Leopard bicycle to fit exactly as you prescribed.

WARNING:  If your bicycle does not fit correctly it is possible that the dimensions provided are inaccurate.  Please re-check the fit before attempting to ride your bicycle for the first time.  This should include the saddle height, saddle and seatpost clamp, stem and handlebar height, brake lever reach, and shifter and brake operation.

If your Leopard bicycle was shipped in the Aircaddy bike box:

Your Leopard has been packed in the Aircaddy shipping box with the handlebars turned down.  The stem is pre-tensioned at 8nm torque, we back off each of the four bolts one full turn before we turn the bars down.  So set the bars to a comfortable position and tighten each of the 4 bolts 1 complete turn.  The handlebar has an aluminum reinforcement under the clamping point, so there is limited danger of overtightening and damaging the handlebar, but overtightening may damage the face plate of the stem.

The seat post has been marked with tape per the dimensions you provided to Leopard Cycles and lightly scuffed to prevent slipping, you should tension the seat collar about 10 - 12nm or reasonably tight to prevent the seat post from slipping.

Attach the front wheel. If you are unfamiliar with the use of quick release hubs see section IV.A.1 and IV.A.2 of this manual for details.

If your Leopard bicycle has been provided without pedals, install the pedals per the manufacturer's specifications or have a professional bicycle mechanic install the pedals.

If your Leopard bicycle was shipped in a standard bike box without wheels:

Your Leopard has been packed without wheels in a standard bike box.  The handlebars and stem have been removed from the fork steerer.  If you are unfamiliar with the maintenance and installation of threadless headsets, please consult a professional bicycle mechanic for final assembly of your Leopard bicycle.

To re-assemble the handlebars and stem, slide the stem over the fork steerer onto the spacers that we pre-measured per your specifications.  Add the 2mm spacer on top of the stem, the carbon top cap and tighten with a 4mm Allen wrench.  The integrated headset should be tensioned reasonably snugly with the top cap so that there is no play, but not so snugly that it is difficult to turn the front wheel. Once the top cap has been tensioned, tighten the stem clamp bolts to 8nm, or reasonably tight if you don't have a torque wrench.

The rear derailleur and derailleur hanger have been removed from the bike frame. Re-attach these with 5mm Allen wrench.

The brake pads have been aligned for Velomax wheels. Please check the brake alignment with your wheels and adjust as necessary.

The seat post has been marked with tape per the dimensions you provided to Leopard Cycles and lightly scuffed to prevent slipping. You should tension the seat collar about 10 - 12nm or reasonably tight to prevent the seat post from slipping.

Your Leopard bicycle has been supplied with a standard reflector kit to comply with the US safety requirements.  This includes a white reflector that is to face forward, a red reflector that is to face rearward and yellow reflector that are to face to the side.  The reflector kit has not been installed on your bicycle because of risk of damage in shipping.  It is strongly recommended that you install this reflector kit before your first ride.

CAUTION:  Some of the smaller frame sizes may have toe-overlap depending on the pedal, shoe size and cleat adjustment.  Toe-overlap occurs when your crank arms are parallel to the ground and the toe of your shoe can contact the front wheel when it is turned sharply in one direction or the other.  Leopard frame geometry is designed to minimize the possibility of this occurring, be sure to test this when the bicycle is stationary before your first ride.  If you have toe-overlap you need to avoid making sharp turns while pedaling, and keep the crank arms perpendicular to the ground when making sharp turns.

CAUTION:  Make sure you fully understand how to operate your bicycle before taking your first ride.  We encourage you to read this manual in it's entirety before your first ride.

B.  Mechanical Safety Check

Your safety depends on the condition of your bicycle.  You should check the following items before every ride.

Tires and Wheels:

Check your tire inflation using a proper gauge or integrated gauge and pump.  Do not or under inflate your tires, as tire and rim damage can result.  Check that the tires have no obvious cuts or blemishes. Check that your wheels are true and not rubbing the brake calipers.  If your wheels need truing, please see a qualified bicycle repair specialist.  Make sure the quick-release levers on the wheels are secure and tight.

Brakes:

Make sure the quick-release expander on the brake caliper is closed.  Do not attempt to close the quick release lever while riding.  Make sure the brake pad adjustment matches the wheels you are using.  Make sure you can apply full braking power without the brake lever touching the handlebar.  If you are not sure about the brake adjustment see a qualified professional bicycle mechanic.

Handlebars:

Make sure the tape and plugs are secure.  Handlebars without plugs may cause serious injury, do not attempt to ride your bicycle without plugs.  Also make sure the stem is secure on the fork steerer and the front clamp holding the handlebars is secure. Make sure that the handlebars cannot rotate downward or upward and that the handlebars cannot move from side to side on the fork steerer when the front wheel is held in place.

Loose Straps or Accessories:

Be sure any bags attached under the seat or on the handlebars are secure before starting your ride.  Also be sure any loose clothing is not near the wheels or crankset.

II.  Safety

A.  First Ride

Use of bicycle helmets, while not required in most states, has been proven to significantly reduce the risk of serious injury.  We at Leopard Cycles strongly encourage our customers to use approved helmets.

Select a controlled environment away from heavy traffic to ride your Leopard bicycle for the first time.  

Test the braking action.  Your brake pads may take a couple of rides to fully break in, so the braking action may vary over the first couple of hours of use.  Familiarize yourself with the braking action before entering a high density traffic area.

Test the shifting action both in the rear cassette and front chain rings before proceeding into high density traffic.  If your bicycle is not shifting properly, stop clear of traffic to make any adjustments or have your bicycle serviced by a professional bicycle mechanic.

B. Riding Conditions – Wet Weather and Night Riding

WARNING:  Riding in the rain significantly increases the risk of a bicycling accident.  Braking and traction are greatly reduced.  It is strongly recommended that you adjust your riding accordingly and wear bring reflective clothing when riding in the rain.

WARNING:  Night riding requires the use of appropriate lights and reflectors.  Familiarize yourself with local laws on the requirements for cyclists riding at night.  It is strongly recommended that reflective clothing be worn at all times when riding at night.

Be sure to routinely check reflectors for secure attachment.   Reflectors need to be clean and properly aligned so that they are seen by the traffic around you. Broken reflectors should be replaced.

C.  Changing Components or Adding Accessories

Use caution when installing any new component or accessory on your Leopard bicycle.  It is recommended that you consult a professional bicycle mechanic if you have any doubt about the compatibility of a component or accessory.

III.  Fit

Correct fit is important to the safe operation of your bicycle.  If you are not knowledgeable or experienced in making adjustments to the fit of your bicycles you should consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

WARNING:  If your bicycle does not fit you, loss of control may result.  If your bicycle does not fit, please return your bicycle to Leopard Cycles per the 30 day return policy.

A. Standover Height

Standover height is the distance from the ground to the top of the bicycle's frame.  While wearing riding or cycling shoes there should be at least 2 inches of clearance between your crotch and the top tube of the frame while straddling the bicycle.  If you do not have the required standover height, do not ride your bicycle and return it per the return policy.
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B. Saddle Position

The saddle position can be adjusted in three directions.

1) Up and down adjustment.  There are many theoretical measurements for saddle height that optimizes the muscles in your legs and you may want to consult a professional cycling coach for additional information on this subject.  A quick check of the appropriate saddle height is to have someone hold or balance the bicycle while sitting on the seat, pedal backwards with your heel on the pedal and note whether your leg can reach full extension without your hips rocking in the saddle. After adjusting to the correct height, make sure the seatpost is not adjusted beyond the Maximum Extension label. Tighten the seatpost clamp securely.  If you have a torque wrench the seat clamp should be tightened to 10nm.  If you are unsure or do not have a torque wrench, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.
2) Front and Back Adjustment.  The saddle can be moved forward and backward on the seatpost for optimal fit (saddle setback). You may want to consult a professional cycling coach for additional information on this subject.   To check the approximate fit for this dimension, have someone hold the bicycle upright, sit on the seat with your foot in the pedaling position (or clipped into your pedal), and the crank arm parallel to the ground.  With sight or a plumb-bob you should have a direct line from the front of your knee to the axle of the pedal.

3) Saddle Angle Adjustment.  Most people prefer a level or horizontal saddle.  This can be checked by holding your bicycle upright and using a level to sight whether the saddle is level.  If you are not knowledgeable in the adjustment of the saddle angle, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

WARNING:  After making any adjustments to the saddle, assure that all bolts are securely tightened.  A loose bolt on the seatpost or seatpost clamp could cause loss of control of your bicycle.  Periodically check to make sure the seatpost and seatpost clamp are properly  tightened.

WARNING:  An incorrectly adjusted saddle that does not support your pelvic area correctly can cause injury.  If your saddle causes your discomfort or pain, see a professional bicycle mechanic.

C.  Handlebar height and angle

1. Handlebar Height.  Your Leopard bicycle is equipped with a threadless stem.   The height of the handlebar may be adjusted by moving the spacers.  If you are not familiar with the threadless stem system, consult a professional bicycle mechanic before making any adjustments.

2. If you choose to adjust the handlebar height, the correct torque settings for the stem clamp is 8nm.

3. Handlebar Angle. Handlebar angle can be adjusted to provide the optimal comfort.  If you are not familiar with the handlebar clamp system, consult a professional bicycle mechanic before making any adjustments.

4. If you choose to adjust the handlebar angle, your Leopard carbon stem is equipped with a carbon front cap which needs to be tensioned equally and tightened to a torque setting of 8nm.

WARNING:  Incorrectly tightening the bolts on your Leopard stem can result in damage to the stem or stem components.  An incorrectly adjusted stem and headset tension can result in the loss of control of your bicycle.  If you are unsure of how to make correct adjustments, or believe your handlebar or handlebar stem has been damaged, do not ride your bicycle and return the damaged part to Leopard Cycles, Inc.

WARNING:  Changing the handlebar height can affect the tension on the cables which could affect the operation of the brakes or shifters.  After making any changes to the height of the handlebar check the operation of all components, and if unsure of the safe operation of your bicycle consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

D.  Shifter / Brake Lever Adjustment

The position of the shifter/brake lever assembly can be moved to better suit your riding style.  If you are unfamiliar with this adjustment consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

CAUTION:  Before riding your bicycle, be sure you can reach the brake levers and can effectively squeeze the brake lever to apply appropriate stopping power to the brake pads.  If you are unsure about the ability to squeeze the brake levers effectively, consult a professional bicycle mechanic about adjusting the brake lever reach.

IV.  Technical Information

The following information is provided to enhance your safety and to assure that you understand how things work on your bicycle.  This is not meant as a comprehensive manual for adjusting the components of your bicycle and we encourage you to seek advice from a professional bicycle mechanic in the areas where you feel you need additional understanding.

A. Wheels
1.  Wheel Quick Release

WARNING:  Riding with an improperly adjusted wheel quick release may result in the wheel becoming unbalanced or falling off the bicycle which can cause serious injury or death.

-  If you are unfamiliar with the correct technique to attach and remove your wheel from your bicycle, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

-  Each time your ride your bicycle, check that each wheel quick release is securely clamped.
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The wheel quick release uses a cam to clamp the bicycle's wheel in place.  Because the cam tension is adjustable it is important to understand how to use the quick release properly and how much force you need to apply to secure the wheel.

Adjusting the quick release mechanism:
The wheel is clamped in place when the quick release cam is fully closed and there is sufficient clamping force to close the quick release cam.  The amount of clamping force is controlled by the adjusting the tensioning nut on the opposite side of the quick release skewer.  Turning the tensioning nut clockwise while keeping the cam level from rotating increases the clamping force.  Turning the tensioning nut counterclockwise while keeping the cam lever from rotating reduces the clamping force.  Less than half a turn of the tensioning nut can make the difference between safe and unsafe clamping force.

Your Leopard bicycle is equipped with a secondary retention tabs for the front wheel, which may keep the wheel from separating from the bicycle if the quick release is incorrectly adjusted.  The secondary retention tabs are not a substitute for correct quick release adjustment.

WARNING:  Do not remove the secondary retention tabs on the fork dropouts by filing or sanding them off.  If the quick release is not adjusted correctly the secondary retention tabs can reduce the risk of the wheel separating from the fork.  Removing or disabling the secondary retention tabs may also void the warranty.

2.  Removing and Installing Quick Release Wheels

Removing your Front Wheel

1. Open the brake caliper cam located on the side of the brake calipers (see picture).
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2. Open the quick release skewer (see picture).
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3. Loosen the quick release tensioning nut until the hub will release from the secondary retention tabs.

Installing your Front Wheel

1. Assure that the quick release cam is in the open position (see picture).
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2. Insert the wheel between the fork blades and into the fork dropouts.  Make sure the wheel is securely in the dropouts and past the wheel retention tabs.

3. Holding the quick release lever in the OPEN position, tighten the tension adjusting nut until it is finger tight against the fork dropout.

4. Assure that the wheel is firmly in the fork dropouts, and centered between the fork blades, move the quick release lever to the closed position.  (See picture). The lever should be parallel to the fork blade and curved toward the wheel.  To apply enough clamping force, you should have to wrap your fingers around the fork blade for leverage.

WARNING:  To assure the wheel is securely clamped, considerable force must be used.  If you can close the quick release without wrapping your fingers around the fork blade, the tension is insufficient.  Open the lever; turn the tension adjusting nut clockwise a quarter turn and try again.

5. If the quick release cam lever cannot be pushed all the way parallel to the fork blade, return the lever to the OPEN position and turn the tension adjusting nut counterclockwise one-quarter turn, and tighten the lever again.
6. Close the brake caliper cam, visually inspect to that brake pads are properly aligned with the rim.  Spin the wheel to make sure the brake pads are not rubbing at any time, then squeeze the brake lever to check the brakes are operating correctly.

Removing your Rear Wheel

1. Shift the rear derailleur to the smallest outermost cog.

2. Open the brake caliper cam (see picture)
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3. Move the quick-release lever to the OPEN position (see picture)
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4. Lift the rear wheel off the ground a few inches, and tap the top of the wheel down and forward until it comes clear of the rear dropouts.

Installing your Rear Wheel

1. Assure that your rear derailleur is in the outermost, high gear position.

2. Assure that the quick release lever is in the OPEN position.

3. Pull the derailleur body back and position the chain on top of the smallest cog, then insert the wheel into the frame dropouts.  Pull the wheel all the way into the dropouts.

4. Assure that the wheel is firmly in the rear dropouts, and centered between the  chainstays and seat stays.   Move the quick release lever to the closed position.  (See picture). The lever should be parallel to the seat stay and curved toward the wheel.  To apply enough clamping force, you should have to wrap your fingers around the seat stay for leverage.
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WARNING: To assure the wheel is securely clamped, considerable force must be used.  If you can close the quick release without wrapping your fingers around the seat stay, the tension is insufficient.  Open the lever; turn the tension adjusting nut clockwise a quarter turn and try again. The rear wheel quick release should be clamped with enough force that the wheel cannot be pulled forward by the chain under high pedaling forces.  If the wheel moves under pedaling force, the tire can touch the frame, which can cause you to loose control and fall.

5. If the quick release cam lever cannot be pushed all the way parallel to the seat stay, return the lever to the OPEN position and turn the tension adjusting nut counterclockwise one-quarter turn, and tighten the lever again.
6. Close the brake caliper cam, visually inspect to that brake pads are properly aligned with the rim.  Spin the wheel to make sure the brake pads are not rubbing at any time, then squeeze the brake lever to check the brakes are operating correctly.

3.  Tires and Tubes

A. Tires

1. There are many combinations of tires designed for different purposes.  If are considering changing tires on your Leopard bicycle, and are unfamiliar with the specific design and purpose, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

2. The size and pressure rating is marked on the sidewall of the tire (see picture).
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WARNING:  Do not inflate the tire beyond the maximum pressure marked on the tire's sidewall.  Exceeding the maximum pressure may blow the tire off the rim, which could cause loss of control and injury to the ride and bystanders.

1. It is recommended that tire inflation is completed with a bicycle pump with a built-in pressure gauge.

WARNING:  There is a safety risk using commercial compressors (like those found at gas stations).  These compressors are not made for bicycle tires, and may result in the tire inflating too quickly and exploding.

1. Your Leopard bicycle will perform best with high performance bicycle tires.  In most cases these tires are designed to give the best performance around ride and traction when inflated to the maximum recommended pressure as indicated on the tire side wall.

CAUTION:  Under inflating your high performance tire may result in a flat tire as a result of the tube pinching against the rim.  Loss of control may result.

CAUTION:  Automotive tire gauges can be inaccurate, instead use a high quality bicycle specific tire gauge for checking tire pressure.

1. If you have any doubt about proper tire inflation, check with a professional bicycle mechanic for the recommended tire inflation and tire inflation method.

2. Some bicycle tires have unidirectional treads; their tread pattern is designed to work better in one direction than another.  The sidewall marking of a unidirectional tire will have an arrow showing the correct rotation direction.  If your bicycle has unidirectional tires, be sure that they are mounted to rotate in the correct direction.

B.  Tire Valves

1. Your Leopard bicycle has been equipped with Presta valve tubes.  It is recommended to use a bicycle pump specifically for Presta valves.  To inflate a Presta valve tube using a Presta headed bicycle pump, remove the valve cap; unscrew (counterclockwise) the valve stem lock nut; and push down on the value stem to free it up.  Push the pump head on to the valve head and inflate.  Close the valve after inflation.  To let air out of a Presta valve, open up the valve stem lock nut and depress the valve stem.

WARNING:  It is not recommended to use a patched bicycle tube on high performance bicycle tires except as an emergency repair.  Application of patch and patch repairs to high performance bicycle tubes may cause the tube to fail resulting in loss of control of your bicycle.  Replace a patched tube as soon as possible.

B. BRAKES

WARNING:  

1. See the manufacturer's instructions for installation, operation and care of your brakes.  If you do not have the manufacturer's instructions, see an authorized dealer or contract the brake manufacturer.

2. Riding with improperly adjusted or worn brake pads is dangerous and can result in injury or death.
3. Applying brakes too hard or too suddenly can result in loss of control.  Sudden or extreme application of the front brake may pitch the rider over the handlebars, which may result in serious injury or death.

Brake controls and features
Familiarize yourself with which brake lever controls the front and which brake lever controls the rear wheel.

Make sure you can comfortably reach the brake lever and squeeze the brake with sufficient force.

Make sure the brake caliper release cam is in the closed position before riding.

If you are unfamiliar with the operation and use of the brakes, consult a professional bicycle mechanic.

Brake Operation
Stopping power of your brakes is a function of the brake pads contacting the wheel rim.  To assure maximum braking function, your wheel rims must be free of dirt, lubricants, waxes or polishes.

Stopping power is also a function of proper use of the brakes.  Like a motorcycle, your bicycle is equipped with independent front and back brakes.  Your Leopard bicycle has been supplied with the back brake on the right hand side, and the front brake on the left hand side.   It is important to use both brakes when stopping.  As you apply brake force your weight shifts forward off the back wheel.  It is important to practice the application of the rear brake without locking or skidding the tire.  Skidding the rear brake may cause loss of control.

The front brake may be applied with equal or more force than the back brake, but this force must be applied smoothly without grabbing the front brake lever suddenly.  As noted in the Warning above, sudden application of the front brake can cause loss of control.

Practice braking applying front and back brake pressure to better understand the braking forces before attempting any high speed riding on the road.

Be aware of the road conditions when applying your brakes.  Wet conditions or loose surfaces will reduce tire adhesion resulting in longer stopping distances.

C.  SHIFTING GEARS

WARNING:  Shifting the gears under high load can damage the cassette cogs or chainrings, and possibly damage the chain itself.  Avoid starting from a stop in a high gear (small rear cog and large chainring in front), and always attempt to shift with a light load on the pedals.

CAUTION:  Avoid riding with the chain at extreme angles, with the chain in the small chainring on the front and the smallest rear cog, or the largest chainring in the front and the largest cog in the rear.  These chain angles will cause increased wear on the chain, chainring and cogs.
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Shifting the Rear Derailleur

The rear derailleur is controlled by the right shifters.

The rear derailleur controls the movement of the chain on the rear cassette.  The rear cassette consists of a series of gear cogs that are reasonably close in size, therefore the gear shifts from one cog to the other is a small change in the gear ratio or pedaling efforts.

Shifting the Front Derailleur

The front derailleur is controlled by the left shifter and shifts the chain between the larger and smaller chainrings on the crankset of the bicycle.  Shifting the chain onto the smaller chainring lowers the gear ratio making the bicycle easier to pedal up hill.

Selecting the Optimum Gear Ratios

The small chainring in the front and the large cog in the rear provide the lowest gear ratio and provide the “easiest” gear for riding uphill.  The large chainring and small cog in the rear provide the highest gear and can be used for downhill riding.

Selecting the right gear for your leg strength and pedaling style will develop over time.  If you find it is “too hard” to pedal up hill in the lowest gear, consult a professional bicycle mechanic about changing the gear ratio on your bicycle.

WARNING:  If the derailleurs are not shifting smoothly, do not shift into the large or small cog in the cassette as the derailleur could be out of adjustment causing the chain to jam and resulting in a loss of control.

CAUTION:  Do not move the shifter when the bicycle is stopped or pedaling backwards.  This could cause the chain to jam and result in damage to your shifting mechanism.

V.  SERVICE

If Your Bicycle is in an Accident

First assess your personal injuries and seek medical help if necessary.

Inspect your bicycle for damage.  If you see any damage, do not ride your bicycle until it has been inspected by a professional bicycle mechanic.  
It is recommended that after any serious crash you have your bicycle inspected by a professional bicycle mechanic.

If you are concerned your frame or component may have been damaged please contact Leopard Cycles to discuss return for inspection and replacement under our crash replacement program.  The crash replacement program offers replacement frame, fork or components at substantial discount to original purchaser.

Maintenance Items

WARNING:  Individual maintenance requirements will vary depending on your riding style and geographic location.  In order to minimize risk of an accident or possibly injury, it is critical that you have any repair or maintenance not described below performed by a professional bicycle mechanic.

WARNING:  Special knowledge or tools may be required for certain maintenance tasks.  Do not make any adjustments or service your bicycle until you have learned from a professional bicycle mechanic how to properly complete them.  Improper service may result in damage to the bicycle or serious injury or death to the rider.

Many cyclist find great pleasure in maintaining their bicycle themselves.  This section is not meant as a comprehensive manual on bicycle maintenance, and if you would like to learn more about maintaining your bicycle, contact Leopard Cycles or the component manufacturer for copies of the installation and service instructions for the components of your bicycle.  We would also recommend find a good book on bicycle repair and maintenance, or taking a bicycle maintenance course.

Break-in Period

After the first 30 days the control cables may require some minor adjustment. After completing the mechanical Safety Check noted in Section I.2. - consult a professional bicycle mechanic if you feel your Leopard bicycle needs adjustment.

Before every ride:  perform the Mechanical Safety Check (Section I.2.)

Regularly clean and lubricate your bicycle.  The best lubricants may depend on the climate and riding conditions, and a professional bicycle mechanic can help you find the best lubricants for your area.  It is recommended that your clean and lubricate your bicycle every 100 miles.

After 10 to 20 hours of riding, or every long hard ride perform the following:
· Inspect the brake pads for signs of wear, and check that they are contacting the rim squarely.

· Check the headset by lifting the front wheel of the ground and turning it side to side.  It should feel smooth without any binding or roughness.  With the bike back on the ground squeeze the front brake and rock the bike back and forth with the hand just below the stem clamp.  There should be no movement between the stem and the frame.

· Inspect the cables for rust, kinks or fraying.  Have a professional bicycle mechanic replace them if there are any signs of the above conditions.

· Hold the crank arms with your two hands and check that there is no movement side to side.  If there is any play in the bottom bracket or crank arms, have your bicycle serviced by a professional bicycle mechanic.

· Inspect the wheels for loose spokes by taking a light screw driver and tapping each spoke and noting the sound is roughly the same on each side of the wheel.  Also squeeze the spokes to check for loose spokes.  A professional bicycle mechanic can tension or true your bicycle wheel.

· Inspect the frame at all tube joints for any signs for cracks, discoloration or what appears to be deep scratches.  These may be signs of stress-caused fatigue and should be inspected by a professional bicycle mechanic or Leopard Cycles.

· Inspect the handlebars, stem and seat post for any signs of cracks or deep scratches, as this may be signs of fatigue or damage.  These parts should be inspected by a professional bicycle mechanic or Leopard Cycles if you have any doubts about their integrity.

· If the shifting is not smooth and quiet from gear to gear, have a professional bicycle mechanic inspect your bicycle for adjustment, wear of the cogs or chainrings, or worn and/or stretched chain.

· Inspect the brake levers per the Mechanical Safety Check (Section I.2), if they are not functioning correctly, do not ride the bicycle and see a professional bicycle mechanic.

· It is recommended that after every 50 hours of riding your bicycle be checked by a professional bicycle mechanic.

WARNING:  Your bicycle is a complex mechanical device and like any mechanical device, depending on the wear and stress has a definite life cycle.  If a component's life cycle is exceeded, the component can suddenly and catastrophically fail, causing serious injury or death to the rider.  Signs of the end of a life cycle include cracks, discoloration, fraying, all of which may indicate the end of a component's useful life and require replacement.  Your bicycle is covered with a warranty for a specific period of time, but this is no guarantee that the product will last for the term of the warranty.  Product life is often determined by the kind of riding you do and the care and treatment of your bicycle and it's components.  The bicycle's warranty is not meant to suggest that the bicycle is cannot be broken or will last forever.  It only means the bicycle is covered subject to the terms of the warranty.

VI.  WARRANTY INFORMATION

You purchased your Leopard Cycles bicycle directly from the manufacturer, and we have registered your warranty information per your purchase date. Please advise Leopard Cycles of address changes, or email changes so we can advise of you of any important product information.

Your frame serial number is located on the underside of the bottom bracket on the drive side.  Your fork serial number is located on the carbon steerer just above the crown.  The fork serial number is not visible without disassembling the headset, therefore Leopard Cycles recorded this number before assembling your bicycle, and access to this number should be made by a professional bicycle mechanic.

Leopard Cycles Limited Lifetime Warranty

Leopard Cycles, Inc. warrants the original purchaser of the Leopard brand frame and rigid fork to be free from defects in material and workmanship for as long as the original purchaser owns the bicycle.  Paint finish and all other Leopard brand components are warranted to be free from defects in material or workmanship for a period of one year from the original date of purchase, and shall expire one (1) year from the date of the original purchase.  These warranties apply only to frame, rigid fork and components purchased new from Leopard Cycles, Inc or an authorized dealer. 

Unless otherwise provided, the sole remedy under the above warranty, or any implied warranty, is limited to the replacement of defective parts with those of equal or greater value at the sole discretion of Leopard Cycles, Inc. Unless within the free 60-day repair period, the original purchaser will be responsible for shipment and labor costs associated with warranty replacements. The above warranty or any implied warranty does not cover improper use, use in competitive events, wear and corrosion due to extreme climates, accidents, commercial activities and improper maintenance.   All warranties are void if the bicycle is modified from its original condition, including any modification to the frame, fork or other components.  Leopard Cycles, Inc makes no other warranties, express or implied. 

In no event shall Leopard Cycles, Inc. be responsible for damages, including, without limitation, damages for personal injury, property damage or economic losses, whether based on contract, warranty, negligence, product liability or any other theory.

Satisfaction Guarantee

Purchasing a new bicycle is a decision that often brings hours of contemplation.  While important statistics like weight, materials, and construction methods are factors in your decision, nothing compares to how the bicycle rides.  We at Leopard Cycles are convinced we have one of the best riding bicycles available, and we realize our internet direct sales model limits the ability of our potential customers to experience the ride before they purchase.  We offer a no-questions 30 day return policy from the date of purchase.  The purchaser will pay only the return shipping.

